
Species Interactions and Coevolution 
 

Part 1: Natural History of Species Interactions 

Types of species interactions can be based on costs and benefits or the closeness of association. Species 
interactions are dynamic and context dependent. Exploitation, competition, and mutualism are explored. 
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Part 2: Costs and Benefits Drive Species Interactions 

Species interactions arise and are continually influenced by costs and benefits to individuals. Removal 
experiments help scientists understand interactions. Mutualisms are profoundly shaped by trade-offs. 
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Part 3: Coevolution 

Species interacting over time may coevolve. Coevolution is defined and explored through examples and 
simulations. Cheating in mutualisms is a reality and can be a selective pressure. The evolution of 
eukarya is discussed. 
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